Balancing Birds
To Do & Notice :

Take the bird and stick out the your index finger.  Place the bird on your finger and watch as it balances there. You can put one bird on every finger, and you might be able to spin them around if you are very careful. Also, notice the balancing Pepsi bottle. It looks like it should fall over doesn’t it?
What’s Going On ?

With both the bird and the Pepsi bottle,  they balance because when the center of mass is directed on one finger, or over one point of the stand, and the friction with your finger or the stand is larger and it is less likely to slip.  By using this method, you can find the center of mass of almost any object.
Who Cares ?

This experiment helps us to understand balance and how the center of gravity affects it. It also makes it easier for us to build things, because we know where to center the materials.
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