Einstein is Watching You

To Do & Notice :

Stand about ten feet back from Einstein’s face.  With one eye closed, look at the face.  Now walk to the left and right while you look at the face.  The face will seem to follow you no matter which way you move, including up or down.

What’s Going On ?

When you ride in a car, nearby objects (road signs) whiz by while distant scenery seems to ‘follow you’ or stay with you when compared to the nearby objects.  In the same way, the nose of this concave face is farther from you than the sides of the face which is near you.  So as you move around, the distant nose seems to follow you compared to the nearby sides of the face.  This creates an illusion that the face is following you.

Who Cares ?
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Thousands of years ago, this illusion was used in temples with the images of guards.  As someone would walk by the image, it would appear that the guard had come alive and was keeping watch over the person.  This illusion can be done by using many different face masks turned backwards.  It also helps to illuminate the mask from behind and underneath.

