Ghost Writing

To Do & Notice :

Use the colored pen lights to try writing on the screen.  Notice that the red lights have no affect on the screen.  But the blue light causes the screen to glow so that you can make a quickly fading message or drawing.

What’s Going On ?

The screen is made of  a PHOSPHOROUS material. In order to glow, the screen must be charged with light.  But this ‘charging’ light must be of a higher energy than the GREEN light which is given off by the screen.  Only the BLUE light has a higher energy than GREEN light to make the screen glow.

Who Cares ?
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The energy level of light is important in many ways.  White light contains many colors with each color having a different amount of energy.  The energy range of white light is just right for plants to survive using photosynthesis.  Infrared light works great in heat lamps, but it does not contain enough energy for a plant to grow.  Ultraviolet light has too much energy for photosynthesis and will kill plants if the ultraviolet light is too bright.

